CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1 . An injectable material for soft tissue ^jtigmentation in mammals 
comprising cross-linked, blood plasma proteins. 

2. The material according to claim j/, wherein the cross-linked, 
blood plasma proteins comprise zero-length cross-lirJ^ed, blood plasma proteins. 

3. The material according to clmm 2, wherein the zero-length cross- 
linked, blood plasma proteins contain an amide hond^ cross-link. 

4. The material according^^ claim\3, wherein the amide bond 

laTlysine-aspartate ainide"bond. 
/ / / 

5 . JThe material accordine to claim 1 , wherein the cross-linked. 



The material according^ 
cros^-link comprises a lysine^liitamate aniK' 



J3ie material accord 
blood plasma proteins are purijBed an'^ste 



6. 



/ 



ilized. 



The material accoi 
blood plasma proteins are dialled and^autociav/d. 



im 5, wherein the cross-linked, 



7. The materM adcordin^o claimj., ^further comprising a 
physiologically acceptable fluid, v^ferein the cross4inked, blood plasrna protems are 



present in an amount of from^abo 



10% by weight ofcuie injectable 



material and the physiologically acceptable fluid is present in an amoimt of from about 
99% to about 90% by weig]it oflthe injectable material. 

8. The material according to claim 1/ further comprising one or 



\ 



more additional component^ Selected from the group^nsisting of anesthetic 
compounds, vitamins, grovsX factors, anc enzym^^nhibitors. 

9. A method^ofprep^ ing^ injectable material for soft tissue • 
augmentation of a mammkl, method.<^OTiprising the steps of: 

{i) p ^vid n ^ i protein portion of a blood plasma sample; 
3)xxos:S^inking the protein portion to form a cross-linked blood 
plasma protein portic&i which is said injectable material. 

10. / The method according to claim 9, wherein the blood plasma 
sample comprises^autologous blood plasma. 
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1 1 . The method according to claim 9, wherein step (a) comprises 
^^Ssrmtft^the blood plasma sample and precipitating the protein /ortion of the blood 
plasma. 

12. The method according to claim 1 1 , wrferein precipitating the 
protein portion comprises acidifying the blood plasma saiylple and mixing the acidified 
blood plasma sample with a nonaqueous solvent. 

13. The method according^claim/l2, A^herein precipitating the 
protein portion comprises acidifying th^/blood plasjAa sample to a pH of about 4.5 and 
adding the acidified sample to an a^ydrous alkaabl. 

1 4. The meth^S according toyfelaim 1 3(~fiirtlier comprising 
preheating the nonaqueous S9lvent prior to th9^additio5I of the sample. 

15. They6iethod accordinsf to claiid 14, further-comprisina 
maintaining the nonaque<^ solvent at an eflevated^mperatur^^ the boiling point 
of the nonaqueous solvent during the addition oOh'eacidified blood plasma^ample. 

16. / The method accoraing^o claim 9, wherein step (b)/comprises 
cross-linking with a^ero-lengt\cross^^ijkmg agent. 

The methoM according to claim 16, wherein tlfe zero-length 
comprises a compound selected from the group consisting of 



17. 

cross-linking agent 



carbodiimides, isoxazolinium cormounds, chloroformates, c^onyldiimidazoles, N- 
carbalkoxydihydroqVmolines, te/anilxomethane, potassiujknitrosyldisiilfonate, and 



diethylpyrocarbonate.V 



\ 



1 8. The method according tocjaim 1 7, wherein the zero-length 
cross-linking agent comprisroJ -ethyl-3-(3-dimethylaminopropyl)carbodiiinide. 

1 9. Theynethod'ac^^in^ to claim 1 6, wherein step (b) comprises 
mixing the zero-length cross-lii^ing'^agent with the protein portion in an amount of at 
least about 0.1% by volimie of the protem portion. 

20. Tpe method according to claim 9, further comprising the 
subsequent step of: 

/(c) dialyzing the cross-linked blood plasma protein portion. 
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2 1 . The method according to claim further comprising the 
subsequent step of: 

(d) autoclaving the cro^^s-linjced Blood plasma protein portion 

22. A method of augmenting / soft tissue defect in a skin area of a 



mammal, comprising injecting a material comB^isiny 



s^inked, blood plasma 



protein into an intradermal compartment of im of the mWunal. 
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